A fter several applications over many years, I am pleased to announce that OTJR: Occupation, Participation and Health (OTJR) is now indexed by the National Library of Medicine (NLM)! The journal is already included in leading bibliographic databases, including PsycINFO, SCOPUS, Excerpta Medica, Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature (CINAHL), Social Sciences Citations Index (SSCI), and others, but this new NLM indexing represents "a significant milestone in advancing the journal's visibility and scholarly recognition" (K. Ottenbacher, personal communication, May 5, 2014) .
Indexing in NLM means the journal is indexed in the MEDLINE database, and the citations are indexed with NLM medical subject headings (MeSH ® ) and are directly searchable from NLM as a subset of the PubMed ® database. This indexing, with abstracts and subject headings, will begin with the 2014 volume year and will significantly increase the readership of the journal. The American Occupational Therapy Foundation (AOTF) will also provide NLM with data to index previous volumes.
The medical community and those who search only in MEDLINE will benefit from OTJR because they will be exposed to the broader research on social determinants of health produced by occupational therapy. Occupational therapy has long been a discipline that recognizes and integrates understanding of the mind and the body, and the increased exposure of this research to the medical community may facilitate this integration across disciplines.
Past editors of the journal have expressed excitement about the increased visibility and potential growth in readership NLM indexing will allow (personal communication, May 5, 2014) . "This is a great leap forward-one that has required persistence and hard work on the part of many people. It certainly reflects the coming-of-age of a very important journal. Congratulations to all of you who made this a reality," said Dr. Bette Bonder. Dr. Carolyn Baum "hopes for it to be a major vehicle for knowledge translation" and would like to see more reciprocity of journals in the future, with wholehearted agreement expressed from Dr. Helene Polatajko. Dr. Ken Ottenbacher said:
[The new indexing is an] opportunity to promote the journal's important role in health care reform, particularly in the areas of prevention, participation, and patient-centered research. The Affordable Care Act and the Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute are creating programs and providing resources for research on prevention and intervention that is patient centered and has a direct impact on the everyday occupations and lives of persons with disability and their families. This has always been the goal of research in occupational therapy (and OTJR). We have an opportunity to make this goal visible to a wider audience by promoting the indexing of OTJR in MEDLINE/PubMed and highlighting the contributions occupational therapy can make in advancing patient-centered research and health care reform.
Dr. Jane Case-Smith expressed agreement and added, "This milestone can highlight past contributions that reported on prevention, participation and patient-centered research as high priorities of health care reform. I think this would include our research of chronic disease management and life participation when living with disability."
Dr. Charles Christiansen is the founding editor of the journal and led the successful application process. He stated:
Since its inception, OTJR has been focused on its founding purpose, which was to serve as a means for disseminating research on occupational therapy to scientists and practitioners. The inclusion of OTJR in MEDLINE furthers that purpose in important ways and is long overdue. The medical research community can benefit from the research available in its pages, and now its availability is greatly facilitated.
Clearly, this is worth celebrating with congratulations all around! In particular, I would like to thank Mindy Hecker, the AOTF Director of Information Resources and the Wilma L. West Library, who was instrumental in managing the details of the application and making sure the document was in perfect order. OTJR has been launched into a new era, and we look forward to continued growth and visibility.
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